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PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE BY ST~TES OF ARTIFICIAL EARTH &1TELLITES 
FOR INTERNATIONAL DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING 

Purposes and objectives 

1. Activities in the field of international direct television broadcasting by 
satellite should be carried out in a manner compatible with the sovereign rights of 
States, including the principle of non-intervention as well as with the right of 
everyone to seek, receive and impart information and ideas as enshrined in the 
relevant United Nations instruments. 

2. Such activities should promote the free dissemination and mutual exchange of 
information and knowledge in cultural and scientific fields, assist in educational, 
social and economic development particularly in the developing countries, enhance 
the qualities of life of all peoples and provide recreation· wi~~ due respect to the 
politi~al and cultural integrity of States. 

3. These activities should accordingly be carried cut in a manner compatiblp. with 
the development of mutuq1 understanding and the st~engthening of friendly relations 
and. co-operation among al·! States and peoples in the interest of maintaining 
-international peace and security. 

APplicabilitv of international law 

Activities in the field of international direct television Qrcadcasting by 
satellite should be conducted in accordance Wib' international law, including the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Treaty on Principles C~verning the Activities of 
states in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including t!1e i-bon and Other 
Celestial Bodies, of 27 January 1967, the relevant provisions of t.'-le International 
Telecommunication Convention and its Radio Regulations and of inter~ational 
-instruments relating to friendly relations and co-operation among States and to 
human rights. :.:;-.. 

Rights and benefits 

EVety State has an·equal right to conduct activities in the field of 
interna~ional direct television broadcasting by satellite and to authorize such 
activities by persons and entities under it~ jurisdiction. All States and peoples 
are entitled to and should enjoy the benefits fzorn such activities. Access to the 
technology in this field should be available to all States without discrimination 
on- terms mutually agreed by all concerned. 

International co-oceration 

Activities in the field of international direct television broacicasting by 
satellite should be based upon and encourase international co-operation. Such 
co-operation should be the subject of appropriate drrange~ents. Special 
consideration should be given to the needs of the developing countries in the use 
of international direct televi~ion broadcasting by satellite for the purpose of 
accelerating their national development. 
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Peaceful settlement of disputes 

Any international dispute that may arise from activities covered by these 
principles should be settled through established procedures for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes agreed upon by the pa-rties to the dispute in accordance with 
the provisions of ,the Charter of the United -Natio"ns. 

State resEonsibility 

1. States should bear international responsibility for activities in the field of 
international direct television broadcasting by satellite carried out by them or 
under' their jurisdiction and for the conformity of any such activities wi th the 
principles set forth in this document. 

2. When international direct television broadcasting by satellite is carried ou"t 
by an international intergovernmental organization, the responsibility referred to 
in the above paragraph should be borne both by that organization and by the States 
participating in it. 

Duty and right to consult 
\ 

Any broadcasting or receiving State within an int~rnational direct tel~vision 
broadcasting satellite service ~stablished between them requested to do so by any 
other broadcasting or receiving State withi!'. the same service Should promptly enter 
into consultations with the requesting State regarding its activitjes in the field 
of international direct television broadcasting by satellite without prejudice to 
other consultations which these State~ may undertake with any other State on that' 
subject. 

Copyrioht and neighbouring riqhts 

without prejudice to th~ relevant provisions of international law States 
should qo-operate on a bilateral and multilateral basis for protection of copyright 
and neighbor.~"'·') . rights by means of appropriate agre-=ments betW"een the interested 
States or the competent legal entities acting under L~eir juriSdiction. In such 
co-operation they shpuld give special consideration to the interests of developing 
countries in the use of direct television broadcasting for the purpose of 
accelerating their national development. 

Notification to the United Nations 

In order to promote international co-operation in the peaceful sxploration and 
use of outer space, States conducting or aub,orizing activities in the field of 
international direct television broadcasting by satellite should infor~ the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to the greatest extent possible of the 
nature of such activities. On receiving this information, the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations should disseminate it immediately and effectively to the 
relevant United Nations specialized agencies, as well as to the public and th~ 
international scientific community. 
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Consultations and aoreements between States 

1. A Sta"te which intends to establish or authorize the establishment of an 
international direct television broaacasting satellite service $hall without delay 
notify the proposed receiving State or States of such int'entian and shall promptly 
enter into consultation with.any of those States which s~ requests. 

2. An international direct television broadcasting satellite service shall only 
be established after the conditions set forth in paragraph 1 above have been met 
and on the basis of agreements and/or "arrangements in conformity with the relevant 
instruments of the International Te.lecomrnunication Union and in accordance with 
these principles. 

3. With respect to the unavoidable overspill of the radiation of the satellite 
signal, the relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication Union shall 
be exclusively applicable~ 

Y. 

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
(Thirty-sixth session) 

A/RES/36/40 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS YEAR: 
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1977 on the Transport and Communications Decade 

in Africa, in which it requested the Secretary-GeneraL in consultation with the International Telecommuni­
cation Union and other specialized agencies concerned, to propose for ccnsiderntion, as appropriate, one 
year during the Decade as a World Communications Year, in view of the importance of transport and com­
munications to other regions of the world, 

Recalling also its resolution 35/109 of 5 December 1980 on the World Communications Year, by 
which it endorsed the arrangements made by the Economic and Social Council concerning the Year, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/60 of 23 July 1981 in which the 
Council proposed that the year 1983 should be proclaimed as World CommunicatIons Year: Development 
of Communications Infrastructures, 

, Taking into account the guidelines for future international years adopted in its decision 35/424 of 5 
December 1980, 

Having examined the note from the Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union 
concerning the mobilization of voluntary resources for the World Communications Year, 

Recognizing the fundamental importance of communications infrastructures as an essential element in 
the economic and social development of all countries, 

Convinced that a World Communications Year would provide the opportunity for a1l countries to under­
take an in-depth review and analysis of their policies on communications development and stimulate the 
accelerateu development of communications infrastructures, 

1. Endorses the proposal made by the Economic and Social CounCil in paragraph 1 of its resolution 
1981/60 and proclaims the year 1983 World Communi,cations Year: Development of Communications in­
frastructures, with the International Telecommunication Union serving as the lead <tgency for the Year 2nd 
having' responsibility for co-ordinating the intcrorganizationaJ aspects of the programmes and activities of 
other. agencies; 

2, Requests all States to participate actively in the attainment of the objectives of the World Communica­
tions Year; 
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3. Invites the competent organizations and agencies of the United Nations system to co-operate closely 
with the Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union. within their respective terms of 
reference. for the implementation of the programme for the World Communications Ytlzr; 

4. Invites non-governmental organizations and users of communications services to participate actively in 
the World Communications Year and to secure the funest possible co-ordination of their programmes for 
the Year, particularly at the national level; 
5. Invites Governments and other interested organizations to make voluntary contributio'1s to the VVarld 
Communications Year through the special Fund for World Communications Year co-ordlnated by the Inter­
national Telecommunication Union. in order to ensure increased financing of projects at the nationa!, region­
al and globa! leve!s; 

6. Appeals to governmenta! authorities and appropriate organizations to make circuits available for report­
ing on the activities of the World CommunicatiQns Year through existing means of information, including 
radio and te!evision broadcasts, in collaboration with those authorities; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General cf the International Telp.communication Union to report to the Genera! 
Assembly at its thirty-seventh session, through the Economic and Socia! Council at its second regular ses­
sion of 1982, on the state of preparations for the Worl~ Communications Year. 

VI. 

RESOLUTIONS ON SPACE LAW ADOPTED BY THE 60TH CONFERENCE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION, AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 4, 1982 

MONTREAL, CANADA 

RESOLUTION I 

The 60th Conference of the International Law Association held in Montreal 29 
August - 4 September, 1982:-

1. Is convinced that a generally accepted Moon Treaty can contribute to a greater 
measure of international cooperation in outer space, and recommends to States who 
have as yet not ratified this Treaty to do so without further delay; 

2. Considers that the principle of "Common Heritage of Mankind," as adopted in 
the Moon Treaty, is in need of further elaboration, and draws the attention of the 
United Nations to the importance of the United Nations working out legal norms aimed 
at the implementation of this principle; 

3. Is 0/ the opinion that under the terms of the Moon Treaty, there is no 
moratorium on the exploitation of the natural resources of the moon, prior to the 
establishment of the international regime as provided for in Art. XlI (5) of rhis Treaty; 

4. Draws the attention of the Geneva Committee on Disarmament to the 
importance of a strict observance of Art. 1II of the Moon Treaty, and 'expresses the hope 
that the United Nations will consider measures for insuring such observance. 

RESOLUTION ]] 

The 60th Conference of the International Law Association held in Montreal 29 
August - 4 September, 1982:-

Notes with approval the report of the Rapporteur of the Space Law Committee 
based on answers from Committee Members to a questionnaire, recommends that the 
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Committee now stan the fonnulation of aDraft Convention on the Settlement a/Space 
Law Disputes on the basis of the report, of the discussion held during the Montreal 
Conference, and on the basis of the following: . 

Basic Principles for a Draft Convention on the Settlement of Space Law Disputes: 

1. The Convention should provide states with a choice for its application to: 
(a) all space law disputes with other states parties; 
(h) application to specific areas of space law as may be dealt with in 

specific bilateral or multilateral treaties; 
(c) certain categories of disputes or certain sections of the 

Convention, subject to such exceptions that the state may wish 
to claim. 

2. The Convention should in one section provide for non-binding settlement 
methods including recommendatory awards, but should in another section provide for 
binding methods of settlement upon application by one of the parties, if the other parry 
does not agree to the conclusions of such non-binding methods. 

3. The Convention should provide states with a choice among different settlement 
methods which, for binding settlement, should include adjudication by the 
International Court of Justice as well as administered and ad-hoc arbitration. 

4. The Convention should provide that states parties have to select one method for 
binding settlement within the choice given according to Principle 3. 

5. The Convention should stress that states parties have an obligation to fulfill 
decisions of the tribunal chosen under Principle 4 .. 

·6. In the Convention or as an annex thereto a "dispute settlement clause" should 
be drafted which could serve as a model to be included into future bilateral or 
mulrilateral treaties on Space Law. 

VII. 

'r:l~ St::'~I<!:S part.ies to this Asree~ent·:. 

Consi~~=i~g ,that intc~nationa~ co-operation ~Qse transcend mocality a~Q 
~~ity and occupy a c~ea~ position in the field of law, 

Reaff!;~L~q the 'principles contained in resolution 1721 (XVI) .of 
20' Cece.tee!: l.961 on the peacefc-, uses of outer space,. and the 1970 Declaratioz: ec 
the Proni!.:ition of the Use cr T.~reat of Force, .... ·hicb is universal in cbaraeter, 

* Translated from Spanish and mad<i= available through the courtC"!sies of 
Mr ... Rainlundo Gonzalez, First Secretary, P~rmanent Mission of Chile to 
the United Nations. For a discussion of this proposal,.see Events ot Interest, p. 218, supra. 
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oeclar!r.s that pursuant to these principles and those set forth in- the RT:ea~. 
en pri!lclp~;:: Gc~erning ::..;e ~_c:tivities of States in the Exploration and Ose of 
Ol.lter Space: Including the Hoon and 9t.ber Celesti"a~ Bodies", outer s?ace must be 
used an~ CKpl~ited for the benefi~ and in the intere$~ of all countries, :egardless 
0: Che levcl of t.i.eir· scientific or €!conomic development, 

Bearing in ~ind the Declaration on Social Progress and D~7elo?went o! the 
Oni~iid.· ~:t;.t.;.::."'!s General ).ssemblYI.:especially article 3 Cdl on pemanent sovereignty 
of eacb..-r...:::.tion over "its na1;:ural wealth- and resources,_ 

A~~e that, fo: these pr~ncip~es-to_have practical application, it is 
nece~sa=y to establish regional ma~~inery fo~ co-operatio~ and that'tbe­
establis::.~:t of such machinery implies, £urthermore, th~ elLuination of any 
iCssibi~ity of ~ilitari=inq outer E?aCe 10 tbe South F~erican region, . 

Articl" 1 

An i!it~r:lational intergo";'ernmentz.l body known as t.."le South American sp"ace 
Agency s: . .a!l be eztablisbed. It shall be co::stitu"te-d by the. present "}.qreer~e~t and 
its statt:t~s. !t shall h",sve legal personality cnd the caPOC1:Y r:.eces$i:I.ry J:or the 
~;:n:rci.!:il! c.:: its functions and t..'le achievement of its objectives, including the 
capncil:y !::-: 

{?} C;-nclt:ee z.9=~eIill!.nt:s with $t:ates or international ozganizations~ 

(b) ~?lcy staff; 

,(c) J..c~~.ire: and di.:!pose of p:cpert-:n 

(d) File la",·s;uits ... 

llrticle 2 

'!he South Jlrrerlcan Space Agency shall channel the ccq:eration annng the 
countries in the area tcw.L-rCs a mutual: elal:oration t execution and financing 
of projectS for the utilization of space technology entailing e=crnic and 
social develo;:nent of the peoples. . 

Article 3 

All the countries of the'Sout.I; Anerican region, who should J:e willing to 
c:aTi'ly with this convention and its statutes may J:e nanJ:ers of the Agency. 

llrticle 4 

'Ihe:re shall J:e equal partiCipation of the various States and said 
participation shall not J:e subject to any sort of discrimination. lhe only 
teqUi:rerrent for joining this b::dy is that of J:eing a South Jlrrerican country. 
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Article 5 

'!he nain cbjectives of the bo:ly shall r:e to e.'lSUre and to aevelop, 
exclusively for ~ceful purposes, the cooperation =g the South J\rterican 
countries in the fields of research and utilization of space technology. 

Towards this end, a long'-temn space pclicy shall r:e drawn and the 
ccord:i.nation - and- the integration of naticnal p~L.cg~r~aIm,~[!es 

with those pertaining to the l!gency shall r:e ensured. 

Article 6 

'!he programres shall r:e based on the principles of independence, 
balance and cooperation. 

Article 7 

ATl equitable diS""...riliution of resources l:e~...n the scie.Tltific prcgramres 
and those of spplicability (tele-observation, neteorology and tele­
c::mmmications) should prevail. To this effect, the l!gency shall exert 
itself in an effort to secure adequate neans and infrastructure towards that 
end. Shoul<!;:his not r:e feasible, in a first stage, it shall seek to 
negotiate the necessary agrearsnts in order .that the.region nay.wholly 
r:enefit fr.::rn sud> an important develof«E.'lt :tnstrurre.'lt. . 

Ccrtp:lsition of the bo:ly 

Article 8 

'the highest organ of the Agency shall r:e the Council, which shall r:e 
entJ:Usted with the elaroration of the pclicy. '!he Council shall r:e 
cropcsed of representatives of all rreml:er States and it shall draw the 
pclicy to r:e follCOled in scientific, technical, administrative and 
financial fields. To this effect, each State shall have the right to 
speak and shall I::e entitled to one vote. 

Article 9 

Unanimity of me~crs of the Counci~ shall be requized for th~ adoption of 
decisions which affect the current budget of the ~.'3"ency at:: its modification. 

Other types of c.ecisions ,?hall b.c taken by a two-thiz:ds majority of t.J.:te total 
members cf t~e Council on first reading and by a two-thirds majority of those 
present ,.n seconQ reaoi~9. 

llo mot:e than lS \-Jorking days' sh<lil. e~apse betueen the first and, second 
reac.ir.gs. 

Artielc 10 

There sh.all be established undp.:t' this Agreer.H:nt a Cowmitta€ for programmes and 
scientific Research with the tasl: of carr7ring out research and pto!:,osing ptoje.cts 
for mere effective use of space technology.. . 

'l1le itr.plemiO:ntatic;m of proj'2cts shal~ be dc-cided up:!:; U!:.animot!~ly by mer:bc:s of 
.the Council and shall be compatible with what each State is cart:ying out 
individually in.that field .. 
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If circU!!1stances so require, varic!.ls cOfO.rnittee!', s:"'all be ,established in the 
aFeas to ""hic~ the Counci~ de:eres it nacessary to .:!.cc.:ord priority . 

. Uticle 12 

'l1le O7u.1.ci1 shall appoint, by unanimous decision of its 'members at its first. 
regular session, a Director-General, \Ina shall be of the nationaii ty of one: of the. 
me..-nber Sti'ltes:. In the event:. that 'there is no agreem~nt on bios appointment, an 
eY.traordinar.y meeting shall be convened and shall taJ~e the n:~cessary decision by 
the t~-thirds majority mentioned 'in t."le second p~ra9raph oE -article 9 of this 
Com,'ention.. . 

The Di~ector-Gener~l sh~ll have a term of office of three yezrs and shall be 
eligible for re-electio~ only once. Ris functions shall be: 

(a) TO convene meetings of t.he Council and of the respective C0fl1T!1ittees1 

'(0) TO employ, .in agreement ~lith the Council (t· .... o-thi;r.ds of its members), the 
staff necessary for the proper fcnct10ning of the AgencYi 

eel To act as the representative of the Counci~; 

(d) To carry out on beha~f of the ~uncil the f"unctic:ms which it assigns to 
him. 

He shall be a!3sisted in his functions by directors in ,charge of the. various 
areas of 'Work .. 

Article 13 

'll"1e directors of the area shall l:e appointed by a t=-tlW:ds rrajority of 
the n-erru:ers of the Council and on the proposal of the Director General. Only 
to this effect, the Director General shall l:e. entitled to one vote. 

Article 14 

'l;be n-erru:ers of the Council shall l:e required to hold, in their respective 
countries, the rank of Minister of State or the equivalent. n>ey may l:e 
represented by highly qualified persons an space natters, of a political, 
juridical or techn,ical nature. 

Article 15 

n>ere shall l:e a !egal Adviser in the Organization, who will depend 
directly on the Dil:ector General and who shall l:e appointed in accordance 
with provisions of Art. 13. He shall assist him on all legal rratters and 
suggest new courses of action in international fora, roth public and private, 
in which the fo:cnul.ation of positive norms of Space Law should l:e discussed. 
In that regard,'he shall also l:e entrusted with studies and resea..TCh conduch-e 
to a speedy ccnsolidatian of said juridical science, for the l:e.'lefi t of all 
developing countries. n>e Council shall l:e infomed of said research in an 
extracrdinazy sessions, which shall l:e attended by the Director General and 
by the !egal Adviser .. 
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Ccaperation 'With other States and Organizations 

Article 16 

The Ixxly shall prarote the ccoperation with non-nernl:er States <md "'ith 
public or private intemational organizations, whiCh ll''l-Y be gra.,ted the status 
of obser>=rs in the AgenC'l. 

In this regard, it shall basically seek tbe collaboration of nations 
whiCh might contribute effectively to the plans of utilization of tethnol""3Y 
for tbe econanic and social develo=nt of the region. . 

The establi.shnent of an mstitutionalized relationship with the European 
Space Agency is specifically .tecau:u2nded in order to plan the ex-.....hange of 
miSsions and to enable tethnicians of the area to e..,joy grants offered by 
said agenC'l.. . 

Financing 

Article 17 

The budget of tbe organization shall te financed by t.':le nanber States, 
who· shall ccntriliute in accorda."lce with their national- ina:::m:. 

The ordinary budget shall cover the following i terns: 

(a) Operating expenses of the AgencY1 

(b) Oonatioos received f~om member States, international organizations or 
third States; 

(e) Costs of ~~~ n=cessary scientific and research activities. 

There shall be c?ticnal pro9ran~es which shall be carri~d out in acco~dance 
with s:. flexible formula. Each Stater which participates in a specific prograr..rI:.e­
shall decide upoo the percentage of its contribution ... 

Settlement of disputes 

Article 18 

Al~ d,isputes which aris~ in connexion wit:h the rights and obligations of 
member Sl:at~5, and those iI} connexion with the interpretation of this A'-3reemcnt, 
shall be settled by diplorn~tic negotiation betw~en the parties and in general by 
the p~ocedures set forth in article 24 of the Charter of the Orgauizaticn of 
Amecican States. 

In. any event, whenever a dispute arises' bet",een two or i.lor.e r::ember States 
-whic."'1, in the opinion of" one of t.b.em, cannot be settled th.a,c-~h curren!; diploiuatic 

Qeans, the p~rties c,h~ll agree on any o~er peaceful means~v~ll permit them to 
reach aneth.ar -solution. 
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